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  بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم

The Status of Prophet Muhammad SAS  

Rabiul Awwal 1441 AH 

Sh. Abdur Rahman  

Al praises are for Allah SWT, The Creator, Lord and Controller of all that exists and may His peace and 

blessings be on His true servant and final Messenger Muhammad. Verily, the best speech is the Book of Allah 

and the best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad (SAS).   

We are in the Month of Rabiul Awwal 1441 AH and while we do not celebrate or commemorate with any 

rituals, it would be a good time to understand who is Muhammad SAS; the greatest of all human beings.  

But before going into any details of this topic The Status of Prophet Muhammad SAS in the Life of a Muslim I 

would like to stress the need for us to understand why we are discussing it in the first place. Notably there 

are several factors, both internal and external that are affecting our understanding of what his status ought 

to be. 

Externally, we see a constant crusade to discredit and distort the image and character of Rasoolullah (SAS). 

We see the efforts made by Islamophobes to create doubt in the minds of Muslims and to the world so as to 

shake the foundation of the noblest, greatest and the epitome of human character; Muhammad SAS whom 

Allah SWT described in 64/4 as: And indeed, you are of a great moral character.   

Thus, it is not by accident that repeatedly we are confronted with distorted images, devilish cartoons, 

misleading statements, and lies hurled upon the Messenger of Allah (PBUH). It is our duty therefore, to 

present the true noble character of the best of human beings at all times, at all places and every possible 

opportunity. 

Internally, there are many unacceptable expressions of what the true status of Rasoolullah SAS ought to be. 

On one hand the allegiance, obedience and adherence to Peers, Shaykhs, Maulanas, Imams, leaders, etc. 

take precedence over Rasoolullah (SAS).  On the other hand, we see how culture, customs, traditions, 

innovations overtake a great portion of this Muslim Ummah and turn the love of Rasoolullah (SAS) into empty 

slogans and songs and the crowning of all this takes place in this very month of Rabiul Awwal. They are even 

those who go that far to deify hi. May Allah SWT protect us from such unacceptable behavior. 

But in order to truly benefit from the greatest benefactor of humanity Muhammad Mustafa SAS we have to 

understand his status, his life through the eyes of the best generations; The Sahaabah and those who 

followed them on their upright path.   

First of all, the true Believer develops a strong love for Rasoolullah (SAS) as loving him is an integral part of 

faith or Imaan. Rasoolullah SAS said: 

"None of you becomes a believer until I more loved than his children, his parents and all mankind." 
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In order to protect and uphold faith we do not make mockery of him for doing so is tantamount to 

blasphemy and obliterates faith. While other faiths make mockery of The Creator and the Messengers and 

they get a kick out of it, Muslims are very careful not to come near to that lest he loses his faith.  

For this reason, when others make mockery of Muhammad SAS Muslims worldwide are very heavily offended 

and often times these provocative moves are done under the pretext of “Free Speech”.  

LOVE for Rasoolullah SAS must be understood both as a verb and as a noun. Love as a verb requires action: 

• Understanding  

• Respect 

• Obedience 

• Sacrifice 

• Defending 

• Devotion 

• Affection 

Love as a noun shows continuity 

Love for Rasoolullah (SAS) is the essence of faith: 

The Prophet said, "Whoever possesses the following three qualities will have the sweetness (delight) of faith: The one to 

whom Allah and His Apostle becomes dearer than anything else. Who loves a person and he love him only for Allah's sake and 

who hates to revert to disbelief as he hates to be thrown into the fire." 

 

The first step in the process of developing this love is to acknowledge that the Prophet (SAAW) has a claim 

over the believers.  

Allah SWT says:  

The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own selves, and his wives are their mothers (as regards respect and marriage).." 

(Al-Qur'an 33:6)  

Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyyah (RA), relates that this Ayah means the Prophet (SAAW) has a "higher claim" on the 

believers than they have on themselves.   

This higher claim involves two important matters: 

1. He is more important than their own selves 

2. He is more important in authority than anyone else 

We consider Allah’s messenger (SAS) to be dearer than one's own self. The following incident explains what 

that means:  
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Story of Umar when he was walking with the Prophet and he said “By, Allah, I love you O Prophet of 

Allah”. The Prophet then asked him, “More than your children, O Umar?” Umar replied “Yes, O Prophet 

of Allah.” The Prophet then asked him “More than your money, O Umar?” Umar replied, “Yes, O Prophet 

of Allah” The Prophet then asked him, “More than yourself, O Umar?” Umar replied, “No, O Prophet of 

Allah” The Prophet told him “O Umar, your faith will never be complete until you love me more than 

yourself.” So, Umar went out and stayed alone for a while, then he came back and stood in the middle 

of the Masjid saying loudly “O Prophet of Allah, now I love you more than myself.” and the Prophet 

replied “Now O Umar, now, O Umar” meaning that now his faith has been completed. Umar (RA) was 

later asked how he could make himself love the Prophet more than himself in such a short time, He 

replied “I went out and asked my self whom I needed more, myself or the Prophet of Allah? I found that I 

needed the Prophet more. I will not intercede for myself on the Day of Judgment, but the Prophet of 

Allah will. My deeds will not place me in the highest of levels but my love for the Prophet will. I did not 

take myself from the darkness to light (meaning the Irshaad- guidance by showing), but the Prophet of 

Allah did. Hence, the love of the Prophet fell in my heart more than my love for myself” 

The Messenger (SAS) has more rule and authority over an individual than what that individual has over 

his/herself.   

Our actions should not base on our feelings, emotions and opinions rather they are to be done in accordance 

to the way of Rasoolullah (SAS). If we were to make Wudhu or to pray in our own manner would that be 

considered acceptable by Allah SWT? Certainly not! It will be only acceptable if it is done in accordance with 

the guidance of Rasoolullah SAS. This brings us to the fact that deeds are not considered correct unless two 

requirements are fulfilled: 

1. Ikhlaas- Sincerely for the pleasure of Allah SWT  

2. Ittibaa’- According to the way of Rasoolullah SAS  

Hence, as Believers we are convinced that we should regard Rasoolullah (SAS) dearer than our own parents, 

our own children, even our own selves and that we love him more than anything and anybody else in the 

world; should prefer his judgment and opinion to our own and should submit to every command that he 

gives.   

After all, he it is whom Allah SWT sent to explain Tawhid to people whose hearts were sealed; to show the 

Straight Path to those who were steeped into customs, culture and exploitation. He SAS has the honored him 

with: 

 Waseela: Lofty position;  
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 The Fadheela: A rank above the rest of The Creation and  

 The Maqamam Mahmoodaa: Raised platform.  

He it is that will be the first to be raised from the graves and the first He to whom intercession will be 

granted. He it is that was granted the Kauthar (well). He is the leader and the best of the Children of Adam. 

He is the one that does not speak from his desire but is from guidance from Allah SWT. He is the one who 

was taken to highest heaven to meet with his Lord and to return to earth to tell his encounter. He is 

Muhammad SAS.  

Secondly: THIS LOVE IS NOT BASED ON DOGMAS and emotions but emanates from the fact that the mission 

he came it was worthwhile for our love: Rasoolullah (SAS) is Allah SWT’s favor to Believers. 

Indeed, Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger (Muhammad SAW) from 

among themselves reciting unto them His Verses (the Qur’an), and purifying them (from sins by their following him), and 

instructing them (in) the Book (the Qur’an) and AlHikmah [the wisdom and the Sunnah of the Prophet SAW etc.)], while 

before that they had been in manifest error. (3/164) 

 

How much did he struggle to save us from manifest error? His comforts were sacrificed for his Ummah. He 

SAS said: 

"My example and the example of the people is that of a man who made a fire, and when it lighted what was around it, 

Moths and other insects started falling into the fire. The man tried (his best) to prevent them, (from falling in the fire) but 

they overpowered him and rushed into the fire. The Prophet added: Now, similarly, I take hold of the knots at your waist 

(belts) to prevent you from falling into the Fire, but you insist on falling into it." 

Allah SWT confirms in 9/128-9 

Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger (Muhammad SAW) from amongst yourselves. It grieves him that you should 

receive any injury or difficulty. He (Muhammad SAW) is anxious over you (to be rightly guided, to repent to Allah, and 

beg Him to pardon and forgive your sins, in order that you may enter Paradise and be saved from the punishment of the 

Hell-fire), for the believers (he SAW is) full of pity, kind, and merciful. 

So without this guidance we would have been in manifest error, worshipping other than the One True God; 

Allah SWT. Often Umar (RA) used to say: Who is Umar without Islam? 

Thirdly, a true Believer knows that obedience of Rasoolullah (SAS) is the indication of Allah’s Love and the 

way to Paradise. So, he/she will try to do Ittiba’ (obedience of Rasoolullah SAS) in the true sense of 

Rasoolullah (SAS). Allah SWT says in 3/31:  
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Say (O Muhammad SAW to mankind): "If you (really) love Allah then follow, Allah will love you and forgive you of your 

sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." 

Rasoolullah SAS also said: "One of you does not believe until his desire follows what I have come with".  

His obedience is the ultimate success and mercy from Allah SWT: Allah SWT says in 33/71: And whosoever 

obeys Allah and His Messenger (SAW) he has indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. he will be saved from the Hell-fire 

and made to enter Paradise). 

Allah SWT says in 3/132: And obey Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) that you may obtain mercy 

Rasoolullah SAS said: All of my Ummah will enter heaven except those who refuse (or reject), so they asked him: oh, 

messenger of Allah, who is the one who refuses? The Prophet said: whoever obeys me will enter heaven and whoever 

obeys me he has refused. 

Fourthly, for a true Believer Rasoolullah (SAS) is The Role Model and the Perfection of a human being in all 

aspects of life.  

Allah SWT says in 13/21 Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad SAW) you have a good example to follow for him 

who hopes in (the Meeting with) Allah and the Last Day and remembers Allah much. 

He is our role model with regards to:  

• Selflessness 

• Sincerity 

• Honesty and truthfulness 

• Simplicity  

• Generosity and magnanimity – His task was never for revenge. When the people of Makkah made 

things difficult for him, persecuted him and his companions and injured his face, he could still be 

heard saying while wiping blood off his face “O Allaah! Forgive my people for they know not what 

they are doing.” 

• How generous he was when he gained victory in Makkah and at Taif. Did he revenge? No, he 

pardoned. 

• He is our true example as a leader for humanity 

• As a Commander, Administrator, Reformist 

• He best exemplified the true meaning for the Love for humanity.  

• He is the best teacher for humanity 
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• He is our role model for the exemplary compassion he extended to others;  

❑ how he played with the poor orphaned boy when other children shunned that boy,  

❑ how he prolonged his prostration out of consideration that his change in posture may 

inconvenience or hurt his beloved grandson who had climbed on his back;  

❑ how he mended the wing of the injured little bird and brought it relief,  

❑ how he gave glad tidings of Paradise the man who saved the life of a thirsty dog by bringing 

up water from the well in her shoes;  

❑ how he patched his clothes, mended his shoes and did his daily household chores;  

❑ how he joked with the kids and carried the baggage of the elderly;  

❑ how he stood up as the bier of a Jew was passing. 

• He is our true role model as a leader. He did not just give commands but was foremost in doing as 

well. He helped to dig the trench with his bare hands; a strategy that was used to defeat the many 

tribes who came to slaughter them once and for all. 

• He is our icon of justice. He established justice for: 

o  the strong and the weak.  

o The rich and the poor.  

o Male and the female. Girl children were buried alive- something that he always refers to with 

tears in his eyes.  

o The foes and the friends. 

o Muslims and non-Muslims  

o Master and the slave 

• He is the liberator of women. Women and children were not given any inheritance before his 

Prophethood. Through revelation they became inheritors. 

• He is role model as a family man. His wives, daughters and servants. Not one instance did they refer 

to him as cruel or mean. Rather they had the best words to describe him.  

• Kindness to animals 

• To the environment 

• He is our role model for showing concern for those who may be weak  

• He brought equality to human beings 

▪ No difference for an Arab to a non-Arab 

▪ Black over a white 

• He best taught us and demonstrated how to live life in this world and how to utilize it for The 

Hereafter. 
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• We admire him for his relevance to all times. 

Yes, we may see human beings having one or some of these qualities but Rasoolullah SAS had all in his 

personality. No wonder when Michael Hart compiled the 100 most influential people of all times Prophet 

Muhammad (SAS) number ONE. 

Rasoolullah SAS also received the true love from his noble companions. Each one can fill a volume how much 

love they expressed for Rasoolullah (SAS).  Ali (RA) is reported to have said: "The Holy Prophet is dearer to 

us than our wealth, our children, our fathers, our forefathers, our mothers and cool water at the time of 

severe thirst."  

Another Companion by the name of Thauban one day looked very pale. So, when the Rasoolullah SAS 

inquired about his health, he replied: "O Apostle of Allah! I have no disease, it is this much only, that when I 

do not see you, I feel very aggrieved and I am very much bewildered as long as I do not come into your 

presence and soothe my eyes. So now I think about the Hereafter, that I will not be able to see you, because 

even if I get entry into Paradise, you will be in the class of Prophets where I am not able to reach; and if I 

am not admitted to Paradise, I will never be able to see you and it is in this grievance that I am so pale. “It 

was after this incident that Allah Most High revealed the verse (4: 69), 

And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger - those will be with the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed favor of the 

prophets, the steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs and the righteous. And excellent are those as companions. (69)  

Finally, how best to express true Love for Rasoolullah (SAS): 

First: Send peace and salutation on Rasoolullah SAS often by saying: 

Allahumma salli ala Muhammad wa ala ali Muhammad, kama sallayta ala Ibraheema wa ala ali Ibraheem, innaka 

hameedun majeed. Allahumma barik ala Muhammad wa ala ali Muhammad, kama barakta ala Ibraheem wa ala ali 

Ibraheem, innaka hameedun majeed" 

means: O Allah, exalt our leader Muhammad and the people of our leader Muhammad, as You did exalt our leader 

Abraham and the people of our leader Abraham. O Allah, bless our leader Muhammad and the people of our leader 

Muhammad, as You did bless our leader Abraham and the people of our leader Abraham, verily You are Praiseworthy, 

and Glorious'  

Rasoolullah SAS said: “Whoever sends one salutation on me, ALLAH will send ten to him.”  

Secondy, by following his Sunnah is the true expression of loving him SAS.  

Thirdly; Studying the Seerah of the Prophet as individuals, as families, as communities, in classrooms, 

through courses etc. Let us teach ourselves and our children and make them aware of the life of the Prophet 

(pbuh) and use it as an example in our daily lives in order that we may improve our conduct and become 

better human beings and make this world a better place. 

http://tanzil.net/#trans/en.sahih/4:69
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Fourthly; we should take him as a role model.  Teach others. Defend not by emotions but by knowledge 

and words and following his example. Let us follow our Prophet (pbuh) and set an example so that others 

will truly appreciate the philosophy of our ideology and abide by the example of the greatest of all men by 

the example of Rahmatulillalameen.  

Let the world see who Rasoolullah SAS is through the character of his Ummah. Let us live by his great 

example and leave the world in better place of peace, mercy and love. 

Allahumma salli ala Muhammad wa ala ali Muhammad, kama sallayta ala Ibraheema wa ala ali Ibraheem, innaka 

hameedun majeed. Allahumma barik ala Muhammad wa ala ali Muhammad, kama barakta ala Ibraheem wa ala ali 

Ibraheem, innaka hameedun majeed" 

 


